
OLVER CRITICAL OF PRESIDENT'S GLOBAL WARMING INITIATIVE

  

Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (D-MA) expressed disappointment                in President Bush's proposal to address global warming. The President                unveiled his initiative this afternoon in a speech in Silver Spring,                MD. 

               "President Bush deliberately withdrew the U.S. from ongoing Kyoto                negotiations on global warming, the most critical environmental                issue of the 21st century," Olver said. "But his proposal is simply                not an effective alternative to the Kyoto Protocol, and it's an                outright rejection of the UN Framework treaty signed by President                George H.W. Bush in 1992." 

               President Bush's proposal encourages utilities and manufacturers                to report carbon emissions and voluntarily reduce emissions level.                His proposal also includes tax incentives for energy conservation,                and a new set of emissions targets that are linked to the rate of                economic growth. 

               "Voluntary measures have been in place for over a decade, yet we                have seen a 13.6 percent increase in greenhouse gas emissions over                the last decade," Olver added. "If the current system continues,                we are headed toward drastic disruptions in our climate. 

               Olver, Co-Chair of the bi-partisan House Climate Change Caucus,                is circulating a letter to President Bush among Members of Congress                asking him to change elements of his proposal. Olver also plans                to introduce legislation that would require mandatory tracking and                reporting of greenhouse gas emissions. 

               "I urge President Bush to keep his campaign pledge to require mandatory                reductions in all greenhouse gas emissions, including carbon dioxide.                Our climate is changing, and we must require industry to be part                of the solution," Olver said. 
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